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A comparative study on chili drying process using

microwave, hot air and combined microwave-hot air dryers
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to compare chili drying process using microwave, hot air and
combined microwave-hot air dryers. The study showed that chili drying process using the combined
microwave-hot air dryer is the most suitable for further development in commercial scale. The
combined microwave-hot air dryer produced dried chilies with shiny red skin and green calyx without
skin cracking. The microwave power used was 0.61 W/g (dry weight), and the production cost
(considering only electricity) was 17 Baht/kg (dry weight).

Keywords: dried chilies, microwave dryer, hot air dryer, combined microwave-hot air dryer, drying
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