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Development of Oil Palm Fruit Drying System
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to test the new
palm fruit drying system. The dryer has 2 drying
chambers, which the pressure inside the dryer is below
the atmosphere pressure. The upper drying chamber
recovers waste heat from: the lower drying chamber to
predry the fruit. The furnace was design to be fuelled by

rubber wood. Drying temperature is 120 °C. It was

found that the initial moisture content of 29.9-41 %(dry
basis) was reduced to 18-22.1 %(dry basis) within 4-4.5
hours. The drying productivity is 96.5 kg/h.
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