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Loofah Smashing using Flat and Rod Paddles
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Abstract

Loofah sponge is a tough natural fibre, used for skin polishing, and it has a good price. This
research was aimed to study the loofah smashing to reduce the production time using smasher machine
by two different paddles, flat and rod shapes. Principle of smasher machine was the rotation of paddle
shaft in opposite direction with container. The 3-4 months old of gourd was soaked in the effective
microbial (EM) solution for 1 day before test to make the softer shell and easy to smashing.

The results found that the using of flat paddle affected on the tear of loofah sponge within 1
minute of smashing. While, the other shape of paddle provided the complete loofah without any defects
within 2 minutes of smashing.

Keywords: Gourd, Loofah sponge, Effective microbial
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